Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 1 709 1 8 
ORIGIN DHA-02 

INEO OCT-OI EA-07 10-13 ISO-00 ORM-02 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-05 H-OI INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-0 1 
PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 
/065R 

DRAETED BY D/HA:EASIEVERTS:JS 
APPROVED BY EA/IMS - MR. ERITTS 
D/HA - M. SCHNEIDER 
EA/IMS - MR. SULLIVAN 

025535 2I2259Z/70 

0 2I2223Z JUL 77 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 170918 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: SHUM,US, ID 

SUBJECT: ICRC AND INDONESIA 

REFS: A) JAKARTA 9426; B) JAKARTA 9657; C) STATE 167590 

1 . DEPTOEF SPOKE BY TELEPHONE WITH ICRC GENERAL DELEGATE 
SERGIO NESSI IN GENEVA JULY 21 CONCERNING PESTALOZZI AND 
LIM BIAN KIE VISITS (REETELS). 

2. NESSI SAID HE HAD MET WITH BIAN KIE JULY 18, AND WAS 
EULLY AWARE OE HIS POSITION IN THE INDONESIAN HIERARCHY. 

ALTHOUGH THE CONVERSATION WAS FRIENDLY, NESSI SAID THAT, 
UNEORTUNATELY, THERE HAD BEEN NO PROGRESS ON RESOLVING 
ANY OF THE ISSUES PREVENTING ICRC VISITS TO DETAINEES. THE 
ESSENTIAL THING EROM ICRC'S VIEW WAS ASSURANCE OE VISITS 
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WITHOUT UNACCEPTABLE CONDITIONS, AND ON THIS BIAN KIE 
COULD GIVE NO PROMISES, NOR HAD PESTALOZZI MET WITH SUCCESS. 

ICRC ALSO WAS UNWILLING TO WITHDRAW THE STATEMENT IN ITS 
BULLETIN AT WHICH GOI HAD TAKEN OFEENSE. NESSI SEES THIS 
AND THE QUESTION OF THE LONDON TIMES ARTICLE ESSENTIALLY 
AS EXCUSES EOR HALTING ICRC VISITS. 
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3. NESSI SAID THERE WOULD BE NO OBSTACLE TO SENDING A NEW 
TEAM INCLUDING OLDER DELEGATES TO CARRY OUT VISITS, BUT 
FIRST THERE HAD TO BE AN ASSURANCE THAT DELEGATES COULD SEE 
DETAINEES OF THEIR CHOICE, WITHOUT WITNESSES - THE 
MINIMUM CONDITIONS FOR ICRC VISITS. HE APPRECIATES 
EMBASSY AND USG’S INTEREST IN THE PROBLEM, AND AMBASSA- 
DOR'S HELPFUL DISCUSSION WITH PESTALOZZI. HE REMAINS 
PESSIMISTIC, HOWEVER, ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR VISITS IN NEAR 
FUTURE. 

4) COMMENT: RECOGNIZING LIM BIAN KIE HAS NO OFFICIAL 
POSITION IN GOI AND THUS COULD GIVE NO COMMITMENTS, WOULD 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S READING OF HIS IMPRESSIONS UPON HIS 
RETURN, AND ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE GOI EFFORTS TO RESOLVE 
THIS ISSUE. VANCE 
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